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reviews
Get the inside scoop on all the latest Photoshop gear

LensDoc 3  
Photoshop plug-in to correct lens distortion

The latest version of Lens-
Doc offers support for 16-bit 
images, which provides the 
best possible results for those  
photographers who shoot  
RAW images, because all dis
tortion corrections require  
re-sampling the original 
pixels in the image. The other 
new feature in version 3, Get 
Rectangle, provides a quick 
way to rotate and correct the 
perspective of rectangular-
shaped areas on a photo.

This third-generation  
plug-in works the same way  
as previous versions. After  
the lens distortion is corrected, 
the pixels in the image look 
pretty good for being re-
sampled. Most of the filter’s 

tools can be used in the 
Novice mode, which is good 
because the Expert mode is 
pretty complicated. The user 
interface needs an update, 
as it looks like something 
I’d expect from a shareware 
product. The Quick Start 
guide offers images and a 
step-by-step tutorial for fix-
ing images. 

Andromeda claims that it 
works only with Photoshop 
(Mac and Windows) but my 
testing showed it also worked 
on Photoshop Elements. 
Andromeda offers a demo 
version but it only lets you 
open the dialog and doesn’t 
allow you see the results  
in Photoshop. ■

A universal problem with most 
digital photos is lens distor-
tion. We’re all familiar with the 
problem: Photograph a painting 
and the frame edges bow out; 
or take a close-up shot of a 
person and their facial features 
appear larger than normal. 
The most common distortion, 
known as barrel distortion, is 
produced by a digital camera’s 
wide-angle lens. Andromeda 
Software has updated their solu-
tion to these lens distortions: a 
Photoshop-compatible plug-in 
called LensDoc (short for Lens 
doctor) that corrects barreling 
and pin-cushioning distortions 
in photos and also allows you 
to make simple perspective and 
rotational adjustments. 
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three algorithms that let you 
create and save color palettes 
for use within Photoshop’s 
swatches window. 

After installation, select  
HVC as your picker from Photo
shop’s General Preferences. 
The HVC interface has the same 
layout as the Adobe picker with 
the standard color spaces—
HSB, RGB, Lab, CMYK—plus it 
adds three buttons for Hue, 
Value, and Chroma. Clicking 
on these buttons generates a 
specific corresponding color 
preview window. Hue displays 
the basic colors, Value displays 
all colors in the same lightness, 
and Chroma displays all colors 
in the same intensity. It’s a very 
natural process based on how 

Digital color Photoshop plug-in 

Master Colors’ HVC Color 
Composer is a designer’s dream 
tool—a Photoshop plug-in that 
adds a fifth, more instinctive 
color space to Adobe’s existing 
Color Picker, based on Hue, 
Value, and Chroma. This simple 
addition is broad in scope and 
develops confidence in under-
standing, controlling, and gener-
ating palettes with harmonious 
color combinations. As Ansel 
Adams acknowledged that the 
Zone System was derived from  
a harmonic progression found  
in music, HVC Composer creates 
a mathematical progression  
of colors based on contrast.  
The amount of contrast dis
tance between neighboring 
color swatches is controlled by 
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HVC Color Composer Pro 
we perceive color. You then 
specify the contrast parame-
ters using your target color(s) 
as a reference point. There 
are three algorithms: Auto-
range defaults to generating 
a color palette with four levels 
of contrast; Range lets you 
produce a palette of colors 
with just one contrast value 
between colors; and Propor-
tion is based on two target 
colors, where you select a 
ratio to create a palette of 
colors with the same contrast 
ratio from the target colors. 
HVC shines at quickly gener-
ating combinations of colors 
that work well together that 
would otherwise be very dif-
ficult to create. ■

Reprinted by permission of the National Association of Photoshop Professionals www.photoshopuser.com

http://www.photoshopuser.com

