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Epson Stylus Photo 1400
Print 13x19" enlargements fast 

Epson is replacing their venerable 1280 dye-ink 
printer with the improved Stylus Photo 1400. 
This new printer delivers professional-quality 
color prints at an affordable price, making it a 
good choice for beginning digital photographers. 

The printer’s solid, 25-lb silver-and-black 
chassis has a simple design: On the front, it 
has a three-button control panel and a USB 
PictBridge port for printing directly from 
digital cameras and cell phones; and above 
the extendable paper output tray is a drop-
down unit for printing on CD/DVDs. On top 
is the only paper feed, which holds from 4x6" 
to 13x19" sheet paper up to 0.11mm thick. 
There’s no roll paper option. On the back 
is the power cord and USB 2 connector. 

The Stylus Photo 1400’s professional print 
quality is based on several features. Epson’s 
new durable Claria dye ink set is more stable, 
resisting scratching and fading, and the com-
pany says that prints will last up to 98 years 

under glass. The set of six individual cartridges 
is more effi cient, because now only the specifi c 
spent cartridge needs to be replaced. The 1400 
has a new printhead capable of ink droplets 
down to 1.5 picoliters and print resolutions up 
to 5760x1440 dpi. This and the driver’s quality 
Epson paper profi les result in vibrant, accurate 
color prints with smooth gradients and good 
detail. In high-speed photo mode, a color 8x10" 
print took 2 minutes and a 13x19" print took 
3 minutes, 45 seconds. Sadly, black-and-white 
prints have a faint, but noticeable color tint. 
The Windows print driver includes an auto 
photo-correction feature that isn’t included 
in the Mac version.—Steve Baczewski
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The Color Picker in Adobe InDesign works well 
enough. It lets you choose colors based on 
values we’re all familiar with: CMYK, RGB, and 
Lab. It isn’t, however, all that great at select-
ing colors the way your brain perceives them. 
Enter HVC Color Composer Professional. 

This InDesign CS and CS2 plug-in, which 
includes hue, value, chroma, and Photoshop-style 
HSB options, dynamically builds color palettes 
based on the currently selected color, and 
saves palettes as standard ASE fi les for use else-
where. Unfortunately, accessing the HVC values 
isn’t exactly straightforward, as double-clicking 
InDesign’s Fill color swatch opens the default Color 
Picker. Instead, the user double-clicks the Fill color 
in the HVC Color Composer palette. The palette 
also includes color sliders but they don’t offer the 
same control as the plug-in’s Color Picker window.

Building complementary palettes is where 
this plug-in shines. You set how many steps apart 
colors should be and it creates a palette where 

all the colors are the same contrast range away from 
the currently selected color. It also supports creating 
palettes with colors that are proportionally the same 
contrast range away from two selected colors—a 
handy tool when you need to create a palette 
that works well with a client’s corporate colors.

As a bonus, the HVC color range falls almost 
completely within the CMYK color space, which 
means that there shouldn’t be any out-of-gamut 
headaches, such as those that crop up when 
con verting from RGB.

HVC Color Composer Professional for InDesign 
fi lls an important niche in the color-picking world, 
and its smooth conversion to CMYK means fewer 
problems on press. It’s Mac-only for now, but a 
Windows version is on the way.—Jeff Gamet

HVC Color Composer Professional
InDesign plug-in for navigating through color choices 
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Builds great palettes; converts well to CMYK 

Color Picker access not obvious
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